
CALL FOR PAPERS FOR ICASS VIII SESSION 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND HEALTH ADAPTATION IN THE 

CIRCUMPOLAR NORTH 

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION: DECEMBER 10, 2013 
Local observations and scientific monitoring have documented rapid changes in climate and environment throughout the 
Circumpolar North. These changes include rising temperatures, decreased sea ice extent and thickness, changing 
precipitation patterns, melting permafrost, rising sea levels, and changes in wildlife and vegetation patterns. Recent 
evidence has demonstrated that these changes are negatively impacting the health of some Circumpolar peoples, causing 
an increased frequency and distribution of foodborne, waterborne, and vectorborne diseases, increased respiratory 
challenges from changing air quality; increased incidences of heat stroke and sunburns; increased mortality and morbidity 
from changing travel conditions and extreme weather events; disruptions to food security and nutritional intake; and 
negative implications for mental and emotional health and well-being.  Climate change has been identified as the biggest 
threat to public health in the 21st Century, and it is anticipated that the situation will be no different throughout the 
Circumpolar regions.  

Clearly, the health impacts from a changing climate are an important public health issue in the North, and finding ways to 
adapt to the health effects of climate change is a priority.  It is essential, then, that researchers, health practitioners, 
decision-makers, and communities work together to share information, conduct multi-scalar research, and mobilize findings 
to mitigate the health effects of a changing climate. Recognizing these needs, a special session on Climate Change and 
Health Adaptation in the Circumpolar North is being organized for the 8th International Congress on Arctic Social Sciences 
at the University of Northern British Columbia, May 22nd to 26th.  

This session aims to bring together diverse and multidisciplinary participants and presentations to discuss the numerous 
ways that climate change is, or is likely to, impact on the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health of Circumpolar 
peoples, with a particular focus on highlighting locally-appropriate health adaptation strategies. Participation from 
Circumpolar Indigenous peoples, community-based participatory projects, and those working in policy are particularly 
encouraged.   

If you are interested in submitting an abstract to this session, please email the session organizers, Ashlee Cunsolo Willox 
and Eleanor Stephenson, an abstract (150 words maximum) complete with affiliation and contact information by Monday, 
December 9, 2013 at the emails below.  

Please note: if chosen for this session, you will then have to submit an abstract to the ICASS conference organizers by 
December 17, 2013, following their directions, and indicating that you are part of the Climate Change and Health 
Adaptation in the Circumpolar North session.  Please visit the ICASS Website for more information. All presenters must be 
members of the International Arctic Social Sciences Association.   
 

Ashlee Cunsolo Willox 
Canada Research Chair in Determinants of Healthy Communities  
Assistant Professor in Community Health 
Department of Nursing, Cross-Appointed with Indigenous Studies 
Cape Breton University, Sydney, Nova Scotia, B1P 6L2 
P: 902-563-1949; E: ashlee_cunsolowillox@cbu.ca 

 

Eleanor Stephenson 
Research Associate and IK-ADAPT Project Coordinator 
Climate Change Adaptation Research Group 
Department of Geography 
McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, H3A 0B9 
E: eleanor.stephenson@mcgill.ca 
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