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University of Guelph 
 

International Development Studies 
IDEV 2500  

(0.75 credit) 
 

Winter 2012 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50pm 
LA 204 

 

Ashlee Cunsolo Willox, PhD Candidate, School of Environmental Design & Rural Development 
Course Instructor:  

Email: ashlee@uoguelph.ca 
Instructor Office Hours: Wednesdays, 10:00-11:20am, MACK 047 
 

Dustin Ciufo, PhD Student, Department of Political Science 
Teaching Assistants:  

Email: dciufo@uoguelph.ca 
Office Hours: Fridays, 12:30-1:20pm, MACK 047 
 
Rachel Pellett Gillette, MA Student, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
Email: rpellett@uoguelph.ca 
Office Hours: Thursdays, 1:00-2:00pm, MACK 047 
 
Seminar Times: Fridays  
Seminar 1:  9:30-10:20am in MACK 306 with Rachel 
Seminar 2: 1:30- 2:20pm in MACK 311 with Dustin 
Seminar 3: 10:30- 11:20am in MACK 316 with Rachel 
Seminar 4: 11:30am-12:20pm in MACK 305 with Dustin 
Seminar 5:  11:30am-12:20pm in MACK 304 with Ashlee 
Seminar 6: 12:30-1:20pm in MACK 304 with Ashlee 
 
 

 

Course Description 

This course examines development processes, interventions, theories, and policies affecting the lives of peoples in 
different parts of the world. Students will be introduced to a broad range of topics in international development 
studies viewed from the perspectives of different social science disciplines and researchers. The course is organized 
around the seven areas of emphasis of the International Development Studies (IDS) undergraduate program—
political economy and administration, environment, history, rural and agricultural studies, economic and business 
development, women and gender, and Latin American studies—as well as several other areas important to 
development theory and practice, such as environmental health, climate change, and professional practice. This is a 
foundation course for students specializing in international development as part of the IDS program.  
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Learning Objectives 

This course will assist students in gaining a broad overview of international development studies. Students will 
develop a good sense of the ways in which different disciplines approach the study of development processes, and 
have the opportunity to discover how these approaches complement and relate to one another. As such, the course 
will serve as an introduction for students wishing to develop a multi-, inter- or trans-disciplinary approach in their 
own research and work efforts in the field of development studies. Specifically, this course will emphasize:  

• synthesis and integration of knowledge across a spectrum of topics and themes 
• learning in multi- and interdisciplinary perspectives 
• analytical and critically-reflective thinking and writing 
• working collaborative in multi-disciplinary groups 

 

Course Overview & Learning Approach 

Lectures: 
This course has two, one hour and 20 minute lectures per week, as well as a weekly mandatory seminar (50 minutes) 
every Friday. Class time is a mix of instructor-led classes and guest lectures by faculty members from various 
departments and schools on campus, as well as from the professional development sector. There will also be points 
throughout the semester where the instructor will utilize class time to integrate, synthesize, and reflect back upon 
previous speakers within a development theory and practice context.  
 
Seminars: 
In order to assist with the development of critical thinking and writing skills and the synthesis of knowledge, seminar 
times are primarily dedicated to integrating the lecture content with the readings through critical, analytical, and 
informed discussions and group activities. Seminars are highly interactive, and students will have multiple 
opportunities throughout the semester to participate in discussions, lead group activities, and work in groups to 
grapple with the course materials and ideas. Assignments will also be discussed during seminar time. Finally, 
attending seminars will enhance understanding of the course, as the speakers and readings from each week will be 
discussed through critical, analytical, and reflective dialogue and activities. Seminars are mandatory.  
 
Online Learning:  
Finally, this course also has an online presence through Desire to Learn (D2L). You are required to check the course 
website regularly. Through this site (available through Courselink), you will find important updates, copies of course 
materials and assignment guidelines, links to the required readings (placed on electronic course reserve through the 
University of Guelph Library and ARES), a development-related newsfeed, featured videos, and forums for class 
discussions and debates. Participation in these online discussions is not mandatory, and you will not be marked for 
your participation through this platform. That said, the course website can be a valuable venue to discuss ideas 
and/or areas of interest and concern that arise throughout the course, and to receive feedback from your 
classmates. The course instructor and TAs will be monitoring the website discussions periodically throughout the 
semester, but will not be on the discussion areas regularly. This is primarily a forum for you and your classmates to 
continue discussions outside of the classroom and seminar settings. Please ensure that your conduct, behaviour, and 
language on D2L is respectful and appropriate. Please note: If you need to contact the course instructor or the TAs, 
please send an email or visit during office hours. The course website is not the place to make contact with the 
course instructors or the TAs or to ask specific questions.    
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Course Readings 

 
I. Weekly Articles and Readings 
These articles and readings will serve to complement and/or further ground the guest lectures and thematic areas. 
They are assigned by the guest lecturer themselves, and will provide further detail and information about the topics, 
research, and areas of discussion. The articles and readings will be available on the course website and/or available 
through electronic reserve through the University of Guelph Library/ARES.  These readings are mandatory.   
 
II. Recommended Texts 
If you are looking for more information about ID-related issues, you may wish to consider consulting the following 
sources, which are currently on course reserve for IDEV 2500 W12.  
 

1. Haslam, P., Schafer, J., and Beaudet, P., Eds. (2009). Introduction to International Development: Approaches, 
actors, and issues. New York: Oxford University Press. 

2. Desai, V. and Potter, R.B., Eds. (2008). The companion to development studies. London: Arnold.  

3. Escobar, A. (1995). Encounter development: The making and unmaking of the Third World. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

 
III. Suggested Resources 
The following sources are excellent resources for your course assignments, as well as important sources for current 
international issues, debates, and dialogues. Remember: these are in addition to academic sources, not in lieu of 
them. You are still expected to be using academic journal articles and book sources for your assignments and exam. 
 
Websites 
The Development Assistance Committee of the OECD: www.oecd.org/home/0,3305,en_2649_201185_1_1_1_1_1,00.html 
Center for Global Development (US) www.cgdev.org  
Canadian Centre for International Cooperation http://www.ccic.ca 
Eldis (UK) http://www.eldis.org/aid/ 
Overseas Development Institute (UK) www.odi.org.uk 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/home  
International Development Research Centre, Ottawa (IDRC) www.idrc.ca  
The North-South Institute, Ottawa http://www.nsi-ins.ca  
WUSC, World University Service Canada http://www.wusc.ca/  
Institute of Development Studies (UK) www.ids.ac.uk 
The Worldwatch Institute, Washington DC http://www.worldwatch.org/ 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) http://www.undp.org/  
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) http://www.unep.org/  
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) http://www.unesco.org/  
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) http://www.unido.org/  
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) http://www.fao.org/ 
The World Bank http://www.worldbank.org/ 
The World Bank’s Poverty Net http://www.worldbank.org/poverty/ 
The World Health Organization http://www.who.int/en/ 
International Red Cross/Red Crescent http://www.ifrc.org/  

http://www.oecd.org/home/0,3305,en_2649_201185_1_1_1_1_1,00.html�
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http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/home�
http://www.idrc.ca/�
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OXFAM UK http://www.oxfam.org.uk/ 
Medecins sans frontiers (Doctors without Borders) (MSF) http://www.msf.org/  
Action Aid http://www.actionaid.org/ 
The Guardian’s Global Development: www.guardian.co.uk/global-development?INTCMP=SRCH 
The Guardian’s Poverty Matters Blog: http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters?INTCMP=SRCH 
 
Newspapers and Magazines with Significant International Issues Coverage 
The Financial Times (UK) www.FT.com 
The Guardian (UK) www.guardian.co.uk 
The New York Times 
Useful search engine for international newspapers 

www.nytimes.com 
www.onlinenewspapers.com  

The Economist (available electronically in the Library) www.economist.com  
The Globe and Mail www.theglobeandmail.com 
The Walrus www.walrusmagazine.com 
 
 

Assignments & Assessment 

I. Analytical Book Review (20%) 
This assignment requires students to choose one book from the following list, and write a book review of 1000-1200 
words analyzing the topics and content in the book from development themes and perspectives. This book review 
requires: an introduction and short summary to the book; a body section that analyzes the themes and ideas within 
the book critically and analytically from within development theory and context; and a concluding section that 
concludes your review and provides a recommendation for the book (i.e. who should read it and why, where it 
would be useful, and what it contributes to development theory and thought).  
 
Please choose ONE of the following books (available in the University Bookstore). 
 

1. Collier, Paul. (2007). The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can be Done About 
It. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

2. Lewis, Stephen. (2005). Race Against Time. Toronto: House of Anansi.  

3. Moyo, Dambisa. (2009). Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How there is Another Way for Africa. 
London: Allen Lane. 

You will be marked on the depth and level at which you have critically reflected on and engaged with the book, the 
ways in which you argue and support your points throughout the paper, the ways you engage with development 
themes, and the clarity and coherence of your written work. A detailed assignment guideline will be posted on the 
course website. This paper is due during Week Four on Friday, February 3rd, 2012 by 11:59 EST online through the 
course website.  
 
II. Analytical Essay x 2 (40%) 
You will have to write two analytical essays of a length of 1800-2000 words each over the course of the term. The 
first paper is worth 15% of your final mark and the second assignment is worth 25% of your final mark. This 
progressive marking scale will allow you to hone and improve your skills from the first assignment to the second, 
and provide you with the opportunity to integrate the comments and feedback you received on the first assignment.  

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/�
http://www.msf.org/�
http://www.actionaid.org/�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development?INTCMP=SRCH�
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Each essay is to be based on a theme or themes from one guest speaker and the respective assigned reading(s) for 
that speaker. You must submit one essay paper on any of the themes, speakers, and readings from Weeks 3 to 6 
(due on Friday, March 2nd, 2012 online through the course website by 11:59EST), and one essay on the themes and 
readings from Weeks 7-11 (due on Friday, March 30th, 2012 online through the course website by 11:59EST).  
 
These essays should follow a standard essay format of Introduction, Body (with 3 supporting arguments), and 
Conclusion, and should demonstrate an understanding of the content of the readings and the selected lecture, 
rather than providing a summary of them (although there should be a brief summary of the readings, lecture, and 
theme(s) you have chosen in a few sentences).  
 
These papers should be critical, and analyze the material from the readings and lecture, and build off the theme(s) 
selected to connect with international development theory and practice. You should also include external research 
and resources to support your argument. Your articles should demonstrate an integration of knowledge among the 
lectures, readings, and additional resources. You may also integrate ideas from other guest speakers and course 
readings, if applicable.  
 
Please note: these essays are not evaluative in nature—i.e. not a forum to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of 
an individual presenter’s performance—but rather, an avenue to discover and consider the underlying themes of 
each speaker and relevant materials, and analyze these components by creating your own arguments and doing 
external research that builds off of and furthers themes from the guest lecture and readings.  
 
The purpose of these assignments is to provide you with a platform to enhance and expand your abilities to 
understand, reflect, synthesize, and integrate the knowledge and information you are hearing in class and learning 
through the course readings, and to expand upon this knowledge in a critical and informed manner with additional 
research. As these are key skills needed throughout your entire undergraduate degree in International Development 
Studies (and beyond), time will be provided in seminars to ensure that you have the opportunity to understand the 
components of the assignment, and grapple with some of the learning and writing skills and challenges involved in 
these papers.  
 
You will be marked on the depth and level of your analysis, the ways in which you integrate and synthesize the 
knowledge and information from all your sources, and the clarity and coherence of your written work. A detailed 
assignment guideline will be posted on the course website. 
 
III. Seminar Participation (10%) 
Student participation in weekly seminars, facilitated by the instructor and the two teaching assistants, will be worth 
10% of the course mark. For six seminars, students will be in small groups and present on the readings, lectures, and 
themes from an assigned week. Groups will only have to present and facilitate one seminar in the semester, but it is 
expected that their presentation will be active and include creative ways to engage students. More details will be 
provided in the first seminar. 
 
Please come to seminar prepared to engage in a meaningful dialogue, based on the course readings and classroom 
presentations. Students will be given a mark based on their involvement in weekly discussions, and the quality of 
their comments, as well as their group presentation. We understand that some students struggle to speak in a group 
setting, and yet may have many important contributions to make; as such, seminar leaders will make every effort to 
create an atmosphere in which all students feel comfortable participating in discussions and activities.  



 6 

IV. Take-Home Final (30%) 
Your final exam and assessment for this course will be in a take-home format. The take-home exam will be in essay 
form, and based on themes and issues emergent from the course content. The focus of this exam is to assess your 
ability to integrate and synthesize the course materials in a critical and analytical style (skills which the lectures, 
seminars, and other assignments are structured to develop throughout the semester).  
 
The exams will be handed out in the final class of the semester on Thursday, April 5th, 2010. The questions will also 
be posted on the course website after this date. You are strongly encouraged to attend the final class as more 
details regarding the exam may be discussed.  
 
You must submit the take-home exam no later than Friday, April 13th, 2010 by 4pm EST online through the course 
website. After this date and time, exams will not be accepted without proof of medical and/or compassionate 
reasons.    

 
 

Formatting of Assignments and Exams 

All papers should be typed, 12 point font, double-spaced, and in Times New Roman, with one inch margins. All 
sources should be referenced properly, using APA formatting (for more information about APA referencing, please 
visit www.lib.uoguelph.ca/assistance/writing_services//components/documents/APA.pdf). 
 
Pages should be numbered, and student’s , student ID, seminar number, and seminar leader should be clearly 
marked on the first and subsequent pages in the header line. Please do not use cover pages. Please proofread for 
spelling and grammar, and consider having a classmate or friend edit your work.  
 
Please note: polished, edited, and grammatically correct written papers are expected. All files should be saved 
with the name of the assignment, followed by your last name, first name (e.g. Analytical Reaction Paper I_Last 
name, First name). 
 
 

Late Policy 

There will be no extensions on assignments. Late assignments will be penalized at 5% per day. After one week, 
assignments will no longer be accepted and a mark of zero will be applied. That said, sometimes unexpected events 
occur. If students experience anything that requires an extension due to medical and/or compassionate-based 
issues, please either speak to the course instructor, and/or approach the appropriate campus resources (Counselling 
Services, the medical centre, etc.). Documentation will be required.    

http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/assistance/writing_services/components/documents/APA.pdf�
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Course Readings and Structure Week by Week 
 
Week One:  Introduction to International Development 
 
January 10:  
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Introduction to IDEV 2500  
Required Reading:  
No required readings. 

 
January 12: 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Canada and International Development 
Required Readings:  
1. Escobar, A. (1995). Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World . Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press. Please read chapter 1 and 2: Introduction: Development and the anthropology of 
modernity and The problematization of poverty: The tale of three worlds.  
 

January 13: Seminar 1 
 
 
Week Two: Community-Based Development Approaches 

 
January 17: 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Countering Oppression through Liberatory Learning 
Required Reading: 
1. Freire, P. (2002). Chapter 2. In P. Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 30th Anniversary Edition, M.B. Ramos, 

(Trans.), (pp. 71-86). New York: Continuum.  
 
 
January 19: Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Participatory Approaches and Capacity Building   
Required Readings: 
1. Lavergne, R. and Saxby, J. (2001). Capacity development: Vision and implications. CIDA Occasional Series, 3, 1-

10. 

2. Kaplan, A. (2000). Capacity building: Shifting the paradigms of practice. Development in Practice, 10 (3-4), 517-
526 

 
January 20: Seminar 2 

 
Week Three:  History, Consumption, and Development 
 
January 24:  
Stuart McCook: Bad Coffee and the Challenges of Development 
Required Reading: 
1. Harwood, J. and Sturdy, S. (2010). What can development policy learn from the history of development? Food 

Security.  
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2. Rice, R. (2001). Noble goals and challenging terrain: Organic and fair trade coffee movements in the global 
marketplace. Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, 14(1):39–66. 

 
January 26:  
Roberta Hawkins: Cause-Related Marketing: Ethical Consumption as Development Intervention 
Required Reading: 
1. Hawkins, R. (forthcoming 2011). Cause-washing? The use of cause-related marketing by development-focused 

NGOs. World Development. 
 

January 27: Seminar 3 
 
Week Four:  Politics and/as Development 
 
January 31: 
Adam Sneyd: Globalization, Tropical Commodities, and Poverty in Africa 
Required Reading: 
1. Sneyd, A. (2011). Governing Cotton: Globalization and Poverty in Africa. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. Please 

read: Introduction: Cotton-Picking Problems Beyond the WTO. Available through an online preview at 
http://www.palgraveconnect.com/pc/doifinder/10.1057/9780230299450 

 
February 2: 
Craig Johnson: Displaced by Climate Change 
Required Readings: 
1. Johnson, C., and Krishnamuthy, K. (2010). Dealing with displacement: Can ‘social protection’ facilitate long-term 

adaptation to climate change? Global Environmental Change 20(4), 648-655. Required. 

2. Niῆo-Zarazúa, M., Barrientos, A., Hickey, S., and Hulme, D. (2011). Social protection in Sub-Saharan Africa: 
Getting the politics right. World Development, 40 (1), 163-176. Required. 

3. Harriss-White, B. (2005). Destitution and the poverty of its politics—With special reference to South Asia. World 
Development, 33 (6), 881-891. Highly recommended.  

 
February 3: Seminar 4 

 
** Book review due online via Courselink by 11:59EST** 

 
 
Week Five:  Economics and/as Development 
 
February 7: 
Kurt Annen: Foreign Aid and Donor Competition 
Required Reading: tba 
1. Annen, K. and Moers, L. (2012). Donor competition for aid impact and aid fragmentation. Draft Manuscript. 
 
 
 

http://www.palgraveconnect.com/pc/doifinder/10.1057/9780230299450�
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February 9: 
Luc Moers: Some General Lessons for Development Policy from a Specific Case: Tajikistan and the IMF 
Required Reading: 
1. Bird, G. and Mosley, P. (2003). Should the IMF discontinue its long-term lending role in developing countries? 

Presented at the ‘Impact of Globalisation on the Nation-State from Above: The IMF and the World Bank’ 
conference at Yale University, 1-40.  
 

Recommended Reading: 
2. Snowdon, B. (2008). The wealth and poverty of nations: Francois Bourguignon on fifty years of economic 

development and the elusive quest for sustained growth. World Economics, 9 (3), 123-176. 
 

February 10: Seminar 5 
 
Week Six: For the Love of Development 
 
February 14: 
Abid Virani 
Required Viewing:  
1. World Vision Child Sponsorship: www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-lPxXHERJE&feature=related 

2. Dambisa Moyo on her vision for Africa and what's wrong with aid: www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXWIUg30Cpk 

3. Be A Hero – Compassion: www.youtube.com/watch?v=PorUJM8O_lI&feature=related 

 
Required Reading: 
1. www.fanpop.com/spots/photography/articles/2845/title/kevin-carter-consequences-

photojournalism 

2. "And it ought to be remembered that there is nothing more difficult to take in hand, more perilous to conduct, or more uncertain 
of success, than to take the lead in the introduction of a new order of things.  Because the innovator has for enemies all those who 
have done well under the old conditions, and lukewarm defenders in those who may do well under the new.  This coolness arises 
partly from fear of the opponents, who have the laws on their side, and partly from the incredulity of men, who do not readily 
believe in new things until they have had a long experience with them. Thus it happens that whenever those who are hostile have 
the opportunity to attack they do it like partisans, whilst the others defend lukewarmly...." Machiavelli ("The Prince," 1515) 

 
 
February 16:  
Robin Pierro: Journalists for Human Rights and ‘Voluntourism’ 
Required Reading:  
No required readings. 
 

 
 

February 17: Seminar 6 
Seminars cancelled for this week 

 
 

*** Reading Week, February 20-24th *** 
Enjoy the Break! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-lPxXHERJE&feature=related�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXWIUg30Cpk�
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Week Seven: Development in Practice 
 
February 28: Sarah Parkinson: Development in Practice 
Required Readings:  
No required readings. 
 
March 1: Sean Devlin: Using Comedy for Social Change 
Required Reading: tba 
 

March 2: Seminar 7 
 

***First essay due online via Courselink by 11:59EST*** 
 
 

Week Eight: Agriculture and/as Development 
 
March 6: 
John Devlin: Agriculture's Role in Economic Development 
 Required Reading: 
1. Gonzalez, C.G. (2010). The global food crisis: Law, policy, and the elusive quest for justice. Yale Human Rights 

and Development Law Journal, 13, 462-479. 
 
March 8: 
Evan Fraser: Empires of Food: Feast, Famine, and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations 
Required Reading: 
1. Fraser, E. and Rimas, A. (2010). Empires of food: Feast, famine, and the rise and fall of civilizations. New York: 

Free Press. Please read the Introduction.  
 

March 9: Seminar 8 
 
Week Nine:  Latin America and Development 
 
March 13: 
 Sally Humphries: Supporting Farmer Research   
Required Readings: 
1. Humphries, S., Jimenez, J. Sierra, F., and Gallardo, O. (2008). Sharing in innovation: Reflections on a partnership 

to improve livelihoods and resource conservation in the Honduran hillsides. In L. Fortman (Ed), Participatory 
research in conservation and rural livelihoods (pp. 36-53). Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 

2. Members of the Association of CIALs of Hondurus. (2008). Campesinos cientificios: Farmer philosophies on 
participatory research. In L. Fortman (Ed), Participatory research in conservation and rural livelihoods (pp. 55-
69). Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 
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March 15: 
Kate Parizeau: Informal Recycling in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Required Reading: 

1. Chronopoulos, T. (2006). Neo-liberal reform and urban space: The cartoneros of Buenos Aires, 2001-2005.  
City, 10 (2), 167-182. 

 
March 16: Seminar 9 

 
Week Ten:  Gender and/as Development 
 
March 20:  
Elizabeth Finnis: Gender and Agricultural Labour  
Required Reading: 
1. Rajamma, G. (1993). Changing from subsistence to cash cropping. Gender and Development, 1(3),19-21 
 
March 22: 
Kerry Preibisch: Gender and International Labour Migration 
Required Reading: 
1. Preibisch, K. and Encalada Grez, E. (2010). The other side of el otro lado: Mexican migrant women and labor 

flexibility in Canadian agriculture. Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 35 (2), 289-316. 

2. Lutz, H. (2010). Gender in the migratory process. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 36 (10), 1647-1663. 

 
March 23: Seminar 10 

 
Week Eleven:  Environment and/as Development   
 
March 27:  
Nonita Yap: Disaster Preparedness as if Development Matters 
Required Readings: 
1. Ng, A. and Yap, N.T (2011). Drought preparedness and response as if development matters: Case studies from 

Kenya. Journal of Rural and Community Development, 6 (2), 15-35. 
 
March 29: 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Climate Change and Development: Who Carries the Burden? 
Required Readings: 
1. Klein, N. (2010). Paying our climate debt. In L. A. Sandberg and T. Sandberg (Eds.). Climate change – Who’s 

carrying the burden? The chilly climates of the global environmental dilemma. Ottawa: Our Schools/Ourselves, 
55-69. 

 
March 30: Seminar 11 

**Please note: this is the last seminar of the semester. 
 

***Second essay due online via Courselink by 11:59EST*** 
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Week Twelve: Concluding Thoughts…The Future of Development 
 
April 3: 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox:  Development in Action:  The Students of IDEV 2500! 
Required Readings: 
No required readings. 
 
April 5: 
Ashlee Cunsolo Willox: Tying it all Together and Concluding Remarks 
Required Readings: 
No required readings. 
 

** Handing out of Final Take Home Exams ** 
 

April 6: Seminar 12 
Seminars cancelled for this week 

 
 

 
** Friday, April 13th, 2012: Final Take-Home Exams Due by 11:59EST Online** 

 
 
 

Statement of Student Responsibilities and University Policies 

 
E-mail Communication 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <uoguelph.ca> e-mail account regularly: e-mail 
is the official route of communication between the university and its students.    
     
When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement: 
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or compassionate reasons, 
please advise the course instructor, in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact.  Where possible, this should 
be done in advance of the missed work or event, but otherwise, as soon as possible after the due date, and certainly 
no longer than one week later.  Note: if appropriate documentation of your inability to meet the in-course 
requirement is necessary, the course instructor, or delegate, will request it of you. Such documentation will be 
required for Academic Consideration for missed end-of-term work and/or missed final examinations.  See the 
Undergraduate Calendar for information on regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration: 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml 
 
Drop Date 
The last date to drop one-semester Winter 2010 courses, without academic penalty, is Friday, March 9th. Please 
confirm this date with the Academic calendar, and your Academic Counsellors. For regulations and procedures for 
Dropping Courses, see the Undergraduate Calendar: www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-
drop.shtml 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml�
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Copies of Course Assignments 
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be asked to resubmit work 
at any time. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and enjoins all 
members of the University community—faculty, staff, and students—to be aware of what constitutes academic 
misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring.  The University of Guelph 
takes a serious view of academic misconduct, and it is your responsibility as a student to be aware of and to abide by 
the University’s policy.  Included in the definition of academic misconduct are such activities as cheating on 
examinations, plagiarism, misrepresentation, and submitting the same material in two different courses without 
written permission from the relevant instructors.  For more information on the University of Guelph’s academic 
misconduct policy, please visit www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-
amisconduct.shtml. And remember: when in doubt, CHECK WITH SOMEONE. If you have any issues or concerns 
about plagiarism, and/or are unsure of how to reference something, please either check with the course instructor 
or your TAs, visit the Learning Commons, check out their Fastfacts on plagiarism and academic integrity or go online 
and visit the Academic Integrity web tutorial: http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/ —it is a great resource 
that will help you ‘learn with integrity,’ by providing ample information about plagiarism and academic misconduct. 
For students found guilty of academic misconduct, serious penalties, up to and including suspension or expulsion, 
can be imposed.  Hurried or careless submission of work does not exonerate students of responsibility for ensuring 
the academic integrity of their work.  To better understand your responsibilities, read the Undergraduate Calendar 
write-up, www.uoguelph.ca/undergrad_calendar/c01/index.shtml. For a statement of Students’ Academic 
Responsibilities, also read the full Academic Misconduct Policy, 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml. 
   
Recording of Materials 
Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be recorded in any electronic 
media without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer. 
 
 

University of Guelph Grading Standards 
 

80 - 100 (A) Excellent: An outstanding performance in which the student demonstrates a superior grasp of the subject matter, and an 
ability to go beyond the given material in a critical and constructive manner. The student demonstrates a high degree of creative and/or 
logical thinking, a superior ability to organize, to analyze, and to integrate ideas, and a thorough familiarity with the appropriate 
literature and techniques. 

70 - 79 (B) Good: A more than adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a thorough grasp of the subject matter, and 
an ability to organize and examine the material in a critical and constructive manner. The student demonstrates a good understanding 
of the relevant issues and a familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

60 - 69 (C) Acceptable: An adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a generally adequate grasp of the subject matter 
and a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and constructive manner. The student displays an adequate understanding 
of the relevant issues, and a general familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

50 - 59 (D) Minimally Acceptable: A barely adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a familiarity with the subject 
matter, but whose attempts to examine the material in a critical and constructive manner are only partially successful. The student 
displays some understanding of the relevant issues, and some familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

0 - 49 (F) Fail: An inadequate performance. 
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