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Cool Heads for a Hot Planet: 
Canada and Climate Change 

 

UNIV 1200*16 
First Year Seminars 

University of Guelph 
 

Winter 2012 
 

Wednesdays, 11:30am-2:20pm 
MACK 316 

 
Course Instructor: Ashlee Cunsolo Willox 
PhD Candidate, School of Environmental Design & Rural Development 
Email: ashlee@uoguelph.ca 
Instructor Office Hours: Fridays from 10:00-11:20pm in MACK 047 
 

Course Description 
Have you ever wondered how climate change is impacting Canadians and people around the world? Are you interested in 
learning more about climate change beyond media representation? Do you wonder what you can do to keep a ‘cool head’ 
on a ‘hot planet?’ This course will introduce students to the complexities of anthropogenic climate change by examining the 
biophysical, geographical, social, cultural, local, health, and political impacts from climate change, as well as emergent 
ethical and social justice issues. Particular focus will be given to examining the impacts and effects of climate change in 
Canada through case studies from Northern Canada, and by hearing and learning from the voices of Canadian Inuit. 
Students will also have the opportunity to simulate the United Nations Conference of the Parties climate change 
negotiations, as well as to create a class blog dedicated to sharing climate-change-related information and writings with the 
public. This course is an excellent introduction for students interested in learning more about climate change and to 
discovering Canada’s roles and responsibilities in an era of a rapidly changing climate. 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
This course will provide students with a broad overview of climate change globally and in Canada. Students will develop a 
strong sense of the ways in which different disciplines approach the study of climate change and learn about competing 
discourses. Integration across disciplines and approaches will be emphasized throughout this course and students will be 
challenged to look at climate change impacts from multiple perspectives. This course will serve as an introduction for 
students wishing to develop a multi-, inter- or trans-disciplinary approach in their own research and personal efforts in the 
field of climate change. Specifically, this course will emphasize:  

• synthesis and integration of knowledge across a spectrum of topics and themes relating to climate change; 
• learning in multi- and interdisciplinary perspectives; 
• analytical and critically-reflective thinking and writing; 
• group work and collaborative learning; 
• oral presentation skills; 
• case-  and enquiry-based learning; and  
• critical analysis and readings of media materials. 

 

mailto:ashlee@uoguelph.ca�
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Course Overview & Learning Approach 
This course has one three-hour seminar-style class per week. Each class will be primarily dedicated to students 
collaboratively learning and co-developing knowledge through case studies and real-life situations, although at times the 
instructor will present materials or a guest speaker will be invited to join the seminar for part of the class. Classes will be 
dynamic and dialogical, and structured to ensure each student actively participates in the learning process and grapples 
with the challenges and problems posed by anthropogenic climate change. In addition, there will be a course website 
through Courselink, which will provide an online learning forum for students wishing to continue discussions beyond class 
hours, and to act as a platform for debate and the sharing of ideas. All course readings and materials will be made available 
through this website. 
 
This course will also emphasize the development of analytical thinking and writing skills, synthesizing of knowledge across 
disciplines, and critical reflection, and these skills will be integrated into the curriculum and the assignments throughout the 
semester.  

 
 

Course Readings 
Students are expected to complete all the assigned readings before coming to class, so that class time can be used to explore 

the themes and topics in more depth. 
 
I. Required Text: 
Weaver, A. (2011). Generation us: The challenge of global warming. Victoria, BC: Orca Books. 
This book is available for purchase at The Bookshelf downtown (10 copies reserved under Ashlee Cunsolo) and at Chapters. 
The content in this book is foundational to the class content and it is expected that students have the book completed by 
the end of week three (it is a short book). This book is required reading. 
 
II. Articles and Documents 
There will be a series of academic articles and policy documents assigned for each week. These articles and readings will 
serve to complement and further ground the concepts and materials discussed in class, and will form the basis for seminar 
discussion. The articles and readings will be available on the course website and/or available through electronic reserve 
through the University of Guelph Library/ARES.  These readings are required.   
 
III. Student-Selected Media Articles 
In addition to the above readings, each student will be assigned one week out of the semester (from Weeks 2 to 4 and 
Weeks 11-12) where they are to bring in a short article from a Canadian newspaper or magazine (online or print), or a clip 
from a Canadian radio station or television news program (or educational programme) on the topic of climate change (from 
any perspective) to share with the class. Students must circulate their chosen articles or multi-media to the rest of the class 
48 hours in advance of the class and be prepared to give a short two minute explanation of why they chose that particular 
piece, what it shows about climate change and the media, how it ties into the course, and what voices or perspectives are 
represented and what voices are not. Each class from Weeks 2 to 4 and Weeks 11-12 will have at least two to three 
students sharing their chosen articles. These readings will help to make the linkages between course materials and 
curriculum, and how climate change is represented in the media. They are also meant to assist students in developing a 
critical perspective when reading and/or listening to climate change information in the news media. These readings are 
required. 
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Useful Resources 
The following sources may be useful resources for you throughout this course and are good places to discover articles about 
climate change in the media. 
 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, www.ipcc.ch 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, http://unfcc.int/2860.php 
World Environmental Organization’s 100 Top Climate Change Sites, www.world.org/weo/climate 
The National Snow and Ice Data Center, www.nsidc.org 
NASA, Global Climate Change: Vital Signs of the Planet, http://climate.nasa.gov/ 
Inuit Qaujisarvingat: The Inuit Knowledge Centre, www.inuitknowledge.ca/ 
The Guardian, www.guardian.co.uk 
The Globe and Mail, www.theglobeandmail.com 
 
 

Assignments & Assessment 
Assessment for this class will occur through three different points and types of assignments that are structured to develop 
critical thinking, group collaboration, and the integration of knowledge across disciplines. 
 
I. Course Blog Entries: 40% (Individual Assessment) 
In order to encourage students to make connections among the course curriculum, the news media, and their academic and 
non-academic lives, this course will set up a Cool Heads for Hot Planet Blog (www.coolheadsforahotplanet.wordpress.com). 
It is expected that each student will make at least five thoughtful and in-depth postings on topics relating to climate change 
and Canada, ranging between 250-500 words each.  
 
These postings can cover any issue pertaining to Canada’s roles and responsibilities in the climate change arena, climate 
change politics, climate justice, and the impacts of climate change in Canada. These postings are meant to be written for a 
general audience, and should avoid technical jargon and too many references (although some references are acceptable). 
They are meant to be your own critical commentary, based on what you are learning in the course, and what you are 
synthesizing from group discussions and course readings. They are also meant to be educational for readers of the blog. 
This is an excellent way to provide resources and perspectives to people outside of the class, and to add your voice and 
knowledge to the climate change debates. You are also highly encouraged to respond to posts written by your classmates. 
 
The Course Blog will also host the news articles and links to the media clips that are chosen by students for their respective 
reading weeks. As well, climate change-related events on campus, in Guelph, or in the surrounding community can also be 
posted and shared on this blog. And remember: this blog is for you and your classmates. Have fun with it. Make it yours. 
Promote it. Take pride in it. And enjoy it! And don’t forget to invite your friends to follow the postings! 
 
You will be assessed on your overall contributions to this blog throughout the semester, and on the quality of your critical 
thinking and writing presented in your five (or more) postings. You will also be assessed on your level of engagement with 
the course materials and the posts of your other classmates. It is also highly recommended that you spread your posts out 
throughout the semester, and regularly contribute and visit the Course Blog. 
 
Please note: it is expected that by the end of Week 3, you will have contributed at least one blog post. The instructor will 
provide detailed feedback on your post at this stage. This will provide you with the opportunity to assess your writing and 
to work on areas for improvement for the remaining posts before final marking. By the end of Week 6, you are expected to 
have contributed at least one more blog post, for a total of at least two posts by the end of Week 6. As with the first post, 
detailed comments will be provided by the instructor to assist you in developing your writing and critical thinking skills. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/�
http://unfcc.int/2860.php�
http://www.world.org/weo/climate�
http://www.nsidc.org/�
http://climate.nasa.gov/�
http://www.inuitknowledge.ca/�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/�
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/�
http://www.coolheadsforahotplanet.wordpress.com/�
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These posts will not be formally marked at either stage, but rather, the instructor feedback will provide an opportunity to 
improve future postings. Your final mark for blog postings will also take into account the progress made with each posting 
throughout the semester, and how well you incorporate feedback and worked to continually improve your writing. 
Blog postings can begin as soon as the course starts, and will go throughout the semester. While you are most welcome to 
continue to contribute to this blog after the semester is over, and to take complete ownership over the website, the cut-off 
for submitting posts for assessment consideration will be Friday, April 13, 2012 at 4pm EST. Please see the course website 
through Courselink for a detailed assignment guideline and for tips about writing an effective blog. 
 
 
II. Conference of the Parties Climate Change Negotiations Simulation: 50% (Pair Assessment) 
From Weeks 5 to 10, the classroom will transform into a mock United Nations Conference of the Parties Climate Change 
negotiations. Structured on the most recent COP meeting that just concluded in Durban, South Africa in December 2011, 
you will pair up and select a country from the list provided: India, Tuvalu, Saudi Arabia, Canada, South Africa, Bolivia, 
China, Japan, and the Russian Federation. Each pair will be expected to do background research on the climate policies and 
politics of their selected country, as well as to study the country’s behaviour and participation in the last several COP 
meetings. Pairs will be given two classes to prepare for these negotiations in-class, with instructor support, but it is 
expected that each pair will do external research and preparation outside of class time. In addition, during the two weeks of 
in-class preparation, each pair will have the opportunity to connect with individuals from Guelph and elsewhere who have 
participated in COP meetings to gain insight into the workings of these events. 
 
After two weeks of structured and supported in-class preparation, you will enter into four weeks of climate change 
negotiations, using class time as well as non-class time. It is expected that you will engage with these negotiations from the 
perspective of their chosen country, and not from an idealistic perspective of what you, personally, think would work best. 
Decisions have to be made that are realistic to each country and representative of current global politics. These decisions 
are expected to be based on in-depth research and informed decisions. During Week 10, and to mark the conclusion of 
these negotiations, there will be a formal agreement signing ceremony in class.  
 
This assignment is structured to provide you with an understanding of how climate change negotiations and the Conference 
of the Parties work, and to illustrate the ways in which politics and economics affect each country’s decisions and actions in 
very different ways. This simulation will also expose you to the complexities of climate change impacts throughout the 
world, and raise critical questions about the role of COP meetings and attempts at global climate negotiations. Finally, this 
assignment will also provide the opportunity for you to get to know, in-depth, one country’s perspective, and then through 
the negotiation process, share your knowledge with your classmates through a real-life scenario. By the end of this 
assignment, you should have a strong understanding of the politics, economics, and negotiations of nine countries. 
 
Assessment for the Mock Negotiations 

1. 30% of this overall pair mark will be assessed based on each pair’s contributions to the negotiation process and to 
the country presentations in class, as assessed by the instructor (60%), the pair (15%), and the other classmates 
(25%), based on detailed marking rubrics and critical reflective exercises. 
 

2. 20% of this overall pair mark will be assessed based on the policy briefing that each pair prepares and hands in. 
This briefing must be in the form of a policy document, rather than an academic article, and be written to inform 
top government officials from your chosen country about strategic interests, political issues, and economic 
concerns. This document should also outline your negotiation strategies. This policy briefing is to be handed in 
during class time in Week 6 on Wednesday, February 15th. This will allow your heads of state (i.e. your 
instructor), to read over the briefing and provide any comments or suggestions for strategy before the negotiations 
begin in Week 7. Policy briefings are to be between 750-1000 words. 
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This assignment will be assessed on the clarity of the writing, the style and format, and how closely it aligns with 
policy briefs, as well as the depth of knowledge and understanding about the issues facing your chosen country. 
Sample policy briefings will also be provided to you well before the assignments are due, to show style of language 
and formatting, and these sample briefings will also be discussed in class.  Please see the course website on 
Courselink for a detailed assignment guideline.  

 
Please note: this assessment is a pair mark, and as such, both people in the pair will receive the same mark on both the 
negotiation process and the policy briefing. Understanding that group work can at times be difficult, on-going support will 
be provided to each pair throughout the semester.  
 
 
III. Group Participation and Collaboration: 10% (Group Assessment) 
The final assessment for this semester will be a negotiated entire-class grade. This assessment will be based on two 
separate items:  

1. How well the class met the overall learning goals created at the beginning of the semester between the entire class 
and the instructor through a learning contract (due in class in Week 11); and 

2.  The quality of the final negotiation document, created by the class through the Conference of the Parties 
simulation (due in class in Week 12). 

The class will be asked to come together and critically reflect on their performance as a group, on the ways in which you 
supported each other’s learning, and how well the class worked together, as a group, to achieve the learning goals. Once 
the group has reached a realistic assessment of their work based on the learning contract and the instructor criteria, and 
assigned a numerical grade backed up with written explanations, they will then present this to the course instructor for 
further negotiations to reach the final grade for this 10% assignment.  
 
This form of group assessment is meant to emphasize to students the importance of working together, as a group, and of 
ensuring that each person supports the functioning of the entire class. It is a way to recognize the commitment that each 
person makes in the course to contributing to the development of a strong learning environment. It is also an opportunity 
to foster critical self- and group-reflection around assessment, goal-setting, and goal-achievement. This grade must be 
presented and negotiated with the instructor during class in Week 12. 
 

 

Course Structure, Week by Week 
 
Week One:  Introductions and Background to Climate Change 
 
Wednesday, January 11:  
This class will function as an introduction to the course, the content, the structure, and each other. During this class, 
students will have the opportunity to get to know each other and the instructor, and share what they already know about 
climate change. Together we will also create a list of goals to create the foundation for the establishment of a learning 
contract for the course (which will be part of the group assessment rubric). This class will also serve as an introduction to 
the processes of climate change in Canada and globally, explore Canada’s Inuit populations, and provide a foundation for 
the continuing discussions of climate change impacts for the remainder of the semester.  
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Film Screening: 
Kunuk, Z. and Mauro, Z. (2010). Inuit Knowledge and Climate Change.  Available at: http://www.isuma.tv/hi/en/inuit-
knowledge-and-climate-change 
 

Required Readings: 
1. Nickels, S., Furgal, C., Buell, M., Moquin, H. (2005). Foreword and Executive Summary in Unikkaaqatigiit/Putting 

the Human Face on Climate Change: Perspectives from Inuit in Canada. Ottawa: Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, Nasivvik 
Centre for Inuit Health and Changing Environments, and the Ajunnginiq Centre, pp. 5-11. Available at: 
http://www.itk.ca/sites/default/files/unikkaaqatigiit01.pdf 

2. Watkins, K. et al. (2007). Foreword. In: Human Development Report 2007/2008: Fighting Climate Change: Human 
Solidarity in a Divided World, pp. 1-16. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan. Available at: 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_20072008_EN_Complete.pdf 
 

*Please start reading Weaver’s Generation Us: The challenge of global warming. This book should be finished by week 
three. 

 
Week Two: Geographic Impacts of Climate Change: A Case Study of Arctic Ice 

 

Wednesday, January 18: 
This class will examine the geographic impacts of climate change around the world, with particular focus on the Canadian 
North. The case of melting sea ice in Canada’s Arctic will be used to illustrate the geographical and geophysical realities of 
climate change. Guest Speakers: Community members from Rigolet, Nunatsiavut, with whom I’ve been collaborating since 
2009, will be Skyped in to discuss their experiences with climate change and changes in ice. Particular focus will be placed 
on the ways in which changes in ice impact the life and livelihoods of Inuit in Nunatsiavut, and across Canada. 
 

Film Screening: 
• Ferrand, Carlos and Lemire, Jean. (2003). People of the Ice. National Film Board of Canada, 52mins 3s. Available at 

http://www.nfb.ca/playlists/unikkausivut-sharing-our-stories/viewing/people_of_the_ice/ 
 

Required Readings: 
1. Gearheard, S. (2008). A Change in the Weather. Natural History, February Issue, pp. 33-36. Available at 

http://nsidc.org/research/projects/images/Change-In-The-Weather.pdf 

2. Laidler, G., Ford, J., Gough, W., Ikummaq, T., Gagnon, A., Kowal, S., Qrunnut, K., and Irngaut, C. (2009). Travelling 
and hunting in a changing Arctic: Assessing Inuit vulnerability to sea ice change in Igloolik, Nunavut. Climatic 
Change, 94, 363-397. 

3. Student-selected media articles or clips. 
 
 

Week Three: Social and Cultural Impacts of Climate Change 
 
Wednesday, January 25:  
This week will examine the ways that the biophysical, geophysical, and geographical effects of climate change are impacting 
social and cultural processes in Canada and abroad. The case of intergenerational knowledge translation will be used to 
illustrate the impacts that climate change has on the social structure and culture of Canada’s Inuit. Guest Lecturer: Dr. 
Tristan Pearce (Postdoctoral Fellow, Geography Department  
 
Required Reading: 

1. Pearce, T., Smit, B., Duerden, F., Ford, J.D., Goose, A., and Kataoyak, F. (2010). Inuit vulnerability and adaptive 
capacity to climate change in Ulukhaktok, Northwest Territories, Canada. Polar Record, 46 (237), 157-177.  

2. Student-selected media articles or clips. 

http://www.isuma.tv/hi/en/inuit-knowledge-and-climate-change�
http://www.isuma.tv/hi/en/inuit-knowledge-and-climate-change�
http://www.itk.ca/sites/default/files/unikkaaqatigiit01.pdf�
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_20072008_EN_Complete.pdf�
http://www.nfb.ca/playlists/unikkausivut-sharing-our-stories/viewing/people_of_the_ice/�
http://nsidc.org/research/projects/images/Change-In-The-Weather.pdf�
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** Please have at least one blog posting completed and submitted to the  
Cool Heads for a Hot Planet class blog by the end of Week Three for instructor feedback ** 

 
** Also, please make sure that you have finished Weaver’s Generation us: The challenge of global warming  

by the end of week 3. 
 
 

Week Four: Climate Change and Health 
 
Wednesday, February 1: 
This week marks the final week of case studies for the class, and will discuss the impacts of climate change on health and 
well-being, physically, mentally, and emotionally. In addition, digital stories created in Rigolet will also be shown to provide 
students the opportunity to further engage with the voices and lived experiences of Inuit in Canada’s North.  
 
Required Reading: 

1. Ford, J, Berrang-Ford, L, King, M. and Furgal, C. (2010). Vulnerability of Aboriginal health systems in Canada to 
climate change. Global Environmental Change, 20, 668-680. 

2. Few, R. (2007). Health and climatic hazards: Framing social research on vulnerability, response, and adaptation. 
Global Environmental Change, 17, 281-295. 

3. Student-selected media articles or clips. 

 

Week Five:  In-Class Work Period for Conference of the Parties Simulation (1 of 2) 
 
Wednesday, February 8: 
The majority of class is dedicated to working in pairs to prepare for the upcoming Conference of the Parties simulation. 
Throughout this class, students will have the opportunity to work closely with the instructor and with special guest visitors 
who have participated in COP meetings.  
 
Remember: You are expected to be doing research and preparations before this class, so that this class can be used 
effectively, and your pair can make the most of time with the course instructor and other class guests.  
 
Required Readings: 

1. UNFCC. (2002). A Guide to the Climate Change Convention Process (2nd Edition). Climate Change Secretariat, Bonn, 
Germany. Available at: http://unfccc.int/resource/process/guideprocess-p.pdf 
 

2. IPIECA. (2008). The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol: A 
Guide to Climate Change Negotiations. IPIECA: London, UK: 
http://www.ipieca.org/sites/default/files/publications/unfccc_guide.pdf 
 

Students are also expected to be doing in-depth research about their country for the COP simulation. 
 
Week Six: In-Class Work Period for Conference of the Parties Simulation (2 of 2) 
 
Wednesday, February 15: 
The majority of the class is dedicated to continuing to work in pairs to prepare for the upcoming Conference of the Parties 
simulation. Throughout this class, students will have the opportunity to work closely with the instructor and with special 
guest visitors who have participated in COP meetings. 

http://unfccc.int/resource/process/guideprocess-p.pdf�
http://www.ipieca.org/sites/default/files/publications/unfccc_guide.pdf�
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Remember: You are expected to be doing research and preparations before this class, so that this class can be used 
effectively, and your pair can make the most of time with the course instructor and other class guests. 
 
Required Readings: 

1. UNFCC. (2007). Uniting on Climate: United Nations Framework on Climate Change. Climate Change Secretariat, 
Bonn, Germany. Available at: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/unitingonclimate_eng.pdf 
 

 
** Policy Briefing Assignment NOW DUE ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2012 ON COURSELINK ** 

 
** Please have at least one more blog posting completed and submitted to the  

Cool Heads for a Hot Planet class blog (for a total of at least two) by the end of Week Six for instructor feedback ** 
 
 
 

Week Seven: Conference of the Parties Negotiation Simulation Begins! (1 of 4) 
 
 
 
 
Week Seven: In-Class Work Period – FINAL PREPARATIONS BEFORE SIMULATION BEGINS 
 
Wednesday, February 29: 
This week marks the beginning of the four weeks of climate change negotiations simulations. To start off the debates, there 
The majority of class is dedicated to working in pairs to prepare for the upcoming Conference of the Parties simulation. 
Throughout this class, students will have the opportunity to work closely with the instructor and with special guest visitors 
who have participated in COP meetings.  
 
Remember: You are expected to be doing research and preparations before this class, so that this class can be used 
effectively, and your pair can make the most of time with the course instructor and other class guests.  
 
Required Readings: 
There are no assigned required readings for this week. 

 
 

Week Eight: Conference of the Parties Negotiation Simulation (1 of 4) 
 
Wednesday, March 7: 
Climate change negotiation simulations will continue this week, and students are expected to remain in their country roles, 
and to have done further research as needed to prepare for these next negations. Students are also highly encouraged to 
continue debates or discussions on Courselink.  
 
This class will begin with each country making a 2 to 4 minute statement of where they stand in the current negotiations. As 
with last week, each pair must at all times represent their country’s interests, and must stay in character. It is expected that 
each pair will have done substantial background research before this class on the climate change issues in the country, 
current policies, and current stances on previous COP meetings. While you are allowed to deviate from formal policies and 
documents from your respective countries, please ensure that the deviations are consistent with the country you have 
chosen (or are at least defendable). These negotiations are political, so please keep strategy in mind too.  
 

** Reading Week, February 20-24th *** 
Enjoy the Break! 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/unitingonclimate_eng.pdf�
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Required Readings: 
There are no assigned required readings for this week. 
 
 
Week Nine: Conference of the Parties Negotiation Simulation (2 of 4) 
 
Wednesday, March 14: 
Climate change negotiation simulations will continue this week, and students are expected to remain in their country roles, 
and to have done further research as needed to prepare for these next negations. Students are also highly encouraged to 
continue debates or discussions on Courselink.  
 
As with last week, this class will begin with each country making a 2 to 4 minute statement of where they stand in the 
current negotiations. As with last week, each pair must at all times represent their country’s interests, and must stay in 
character.  It is expected that your pair will have done substantial background research before this class on the climate 
change issues in the country, current policies, and current stances on previous COP meetings. While you are allowed to 
deviate from formal policies and documents from your respective countries, please ensure that the deviations are 
consistent with the country you have chosen (or are at least defendable). These negotiations are political, so please keep 
strategy in mind too.  
 
Required Readings: 
There are no assigned required readings for this week. 
 
 
Week Ten: Conference of the Parties Negotiation Simulation (3 of 4) 
 
Wednesday, March 21:  
Climate change negotiation simulations will continue this week, and students are expected to remain in their country roles, 
and to have done further research as needed to prepare for these next negations. Students are also highly encouraged to 
continue debates or discussions on Courselink.  
 
As with last week, this class will begin with each country making a 2 to 4 minute statement of where they stand in the 
current negotiations. As with last week, each pair must at all times represent their country’s interests, and must stay in 
character.  It is expected that your pair will have done substantial background research before this class on the climate 
change issues in the country, current policies, and current stances on previous COP meetings. While you are allowed to 
deviate from formal policies and documents from your respective countries, please ensure that the deviations are 
consistent with the country you have chosen (or are at least defendable). These negotiations are political, so please keep 
strategy in mind too.  
 
This is the last full class before the signing of the formal negotiation document. It is important that all countries work 
towards drafting a tentative agreement in this class, and coming up with tentative terms. 
 
Required Readings: 
There are no assigned required readings for this week. 
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Friday, April 13, 2012 at 11:59EST: Last day to submit postings to the Cool Heads for a Hot Planet class blog for 
assessment consideration.  

Week Eleven:  Conference of the Parties Negotiation Simulation and Signing Ceremony (4 of 4) 
 
Wednesday, March 28:  
This is the final climate change negotiation simulation class and students are expected to remain in their country roles, and 
to have done further research as needed to prepare for these final negotiations. This also marks the creation and signing of 
a negotiation agreement. At the beginning of this class, students will be asked to comment on the draft of the document 
created before this class. The remainder of the class will be focused on hammering out the final details, and will culminate 
in an official signing ceremony and the closing of the negotiations.  
The last half hour of the class will be dedicated to student debriefing, comments, and discussions about the process, the 
content, and the agreement itself.  
 
Required Readings: 

1. Hartzell-Nichols, L. (2011). Responsibility for Meeting the Costs of Adaptation. Wiley Interdisciplinary Review, 2 (5), 
687-700. DOI: 10.1002/wcc.132 

2. Watkins, K. et al. (2007). Adapting to the Inevitable: National Action and International Cooperation. In: Human 
Development Report 2007/2008: Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World, pp. 164-218. New 
York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan. Available at: http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_20072008_EN_Complete.pdf 

 
** Please submit the final negotiation document from the COP simulations in class ** 

 
 

Week Twelve: Climate Change and Social Justice: Moving Forward in a Warming World 
 
Wednesday, April 4: 
Welcome to the final class of the semester! This class will revisit and integrate all the discussions from the previous 11 
weeks, and examine climate change from the context of social justice. As we have learned, climate change impacts are 
unequally distributed, with women, children, economically- and politically-marginalized people, and Indigenous peoples 
suffering disproportionate burdens of the effects of climate change. This class will also focus on brainstorming ways in 
which we, in the class, can move forward and make a difference in climate change work and research, in both our academic 
and our personal lives. 
 
The final 30 minutes of the class will be dedicated to negotiating the final group grade for the class. Students are expected 
to present their mark and rationale, and be prepared to discuss this with the instructor. 
 

** Please come to class with the negotiated group grade and rationale, ready to discuss. ** 
 
Required Readings: 

1. Watt-Cloutier, S. (2005). Connectivity: The Arctic – The Planet. Speech for Oslo Sophie Prize Ceremony. Available at 
http://www.sofieprisen.no/Articles/23.html 

2. Klein, N. (2010). Paying our climate debt. In L. A. Sandberg and T. Sandberg (Eds.). Climate change – Who’s carrying 
the burden? The chilly climates of the global environmental dilemma. Ottawa: Our Schools/Ourselves, 55-69. 

3. Student-selected media articles or clips. 

 
 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_20072008_EN_Complete.pdf�
http://www.sofieprisen.no/Articles/23.html�
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Various Other Course-Related Items 
 

E-mail Communication 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <uoguelph.ca> e-mail account regularly: e-mail is the 
official route of communication between the university and its students.      
   
When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement: 
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or compassionate reasons, please 
advise the course instructor, in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact.  Where possible, this should be done in 
advance of the missed work or event, but otherwise, as soon as possible after the due date, and certainly no longer than 
one week later.  Note: if appropriate documentation of your inability to meet the in-course requirement is necessary, the 
course instructor, or delegate, will request it of you. Such documentation will be required for Academic Consideration for 
missed end-of-term work and/or missed final examinations.  See the Undergraduate Calendar for information on 
regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration: 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml 
 
Drop Date 
The last date to drop one-semester Winter 2010 courses, without academic penalty, is Friday, March 9th. Please confirm 
this date with the Academic calendar, and your Academic Counsellors. For regulations and procedures for Dropping 
Courses, see the Undergraduate Calendar: www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-
drop.shtml 
 
Copies of Course Assignments 
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be asked to resubmit work at any 
time. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and enjoins all members of 
the University community—faculty, staff, and students—to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as 
much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring.  The University of Guelph takes a serious view of academic 
misconduct, and it is your responsibility as a student to be aware of and to abide by the University’s policy.  Included in the 
definition of academic misconduct are such activities as cheating on examinations, plagiarism, misrepresentation, and 
submitting the same material in two different courses without written permission from the relevant instructors.  For more 
information on the University of Guelph’s academic misconduct policy, please visit 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml. And remember: when in 
doubt, CHECK WITH SOMEONE. If you have any issues or concerns about plagiarism, and/or are unsure of how to reference 
something, please either check with the course instructor or your TAs, visit the Learning Commons, check out their Fastfacts 
on plagiarism and academic integrity or go online and visit the Academic Integrity web tutorial: 
http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/ —it is a great resource that will help you ‘learn with integrity,’ by providing 
ample information about plagiarism and academic misconduct. For students found guilty of academic misconduct, serious 
penalties, up to and including suspension or expulsion, can be imposed.  Hurried or careless submission of work does not 
exonerate students of responsibility for ensuring the academic integrity of their work.  To better understand your 
responsibilities, read the Undergraduate Calendar write-up, www.uoguelph.ca/undergrad_calendar/c01/index.shtml. For a 
statement of Students’ Academic Responsibilities, also read the full Academic Misconduct Policy, 
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml. 
   
 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/undergrad_calendar/c01/index.shtml�
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/2009-2010/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml�
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Recording of Materials 
Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be recorded in any electronic media 
without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer. 
 
 
 
 

University of Guelph Grading Standards 
 

80 - 100 (A) Excellent: An outstanding performance in which the student demonstrates a superior grasp of the subject matter, and an 
ability to go beyond the given material in a critical and constructive manner. The student demonstrates a high degree of creative and/or 
logical thinking, a superior ability to organize, to analyze, and to integrate ideas, and a thorough familiarity with the appropriate literature 
and techniques. 

70 - 79 (B) Good: A more than adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a thorough grasp of the subject matter, and an 
ability to organize and examine the material in a critical and constructive manner. The student demonstrates a good understanding of the 
relevant issues and a familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

60 - 69 (C) Acceptable: An adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a generally adequate grasp of the subject matter 
and a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and constructive manner. The student displays an adequate understanding of 
the relevant issues, and a general familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

50 - 59 (D) Minimally Acceptable: A barely adequate performance in which the student demonstrates a familiarity with the subject 
matter, but whose attempts to examine the material in a critical and constructive manner are only partially successful. The student 
displays some understanding of the relevant issues, and some familiarity with the appropriate literature and techniques. 

0 - 49 (F) Fail: An inadequate performance. 


